
Saint Patrick's Day  
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St. Patrick was born in the fourth century and is famous for bringing Christianity into Ireland. St. Patrick’s Day is a very 
well known Irish national holiday, which is celebrated not only in Ireland but all around the world. It falls on the 17th of 
March. 

History of St. Patrick 

St. Patrick was born to wealthy parents in the late fourth century. Until the age of 16, he thought of himself as a pagan (not 
a Christian). He was kidnapped and sold as a slave at this age. It was during this capture that he began to believe to God. 

He managed to escape after being a slave for six years and then studied in a religious community for 12 years. This was 
when he knew that his ‘calling’ was to introduce the people in Ireland to Christianity. 

St. Patrick went around Ireland introducing people to Christianity. Some people were very unhappy with him and tried to 
arrest him several times but he always managed to escape. After 30 years of teaching others his beliefs about God in 
Ireland, he finally settled down. He died on the 17th of March, AD 461. 

Legend and Folklore 

Shamrocks, leprechauns and the blarney stone are associated with St. Patrick’s Day.  

 Shamrocks are three-leaved clovers found growing in patches on grass. You are thought to be                                 
lucky if you find a four-leaved clover. 

 Leprechauns are little Irish fairies. The Irish say that if a leprechaun is caught by a human,                                         
he will reveal where he hides his pot of gold. On this day, pictures of shamrocks and leprechauns                            
are hung everywhere. Some people even dress up as leprechauns complete with their big green hats! 

 The village of Blarney is in Ireland. There is a famous stone there, and it is said that if one kisses                                 
this stone, one will be given the gift of eloquence, meaning to have beautiful speaking abilities.                    
Nowadays, the word blarney means the ability to influence words and soft speech without offending. 

What Do People Do on St. Patrick’s Day? 

St. Patrick’s Day is celebrated world-wide with people dancing and singing in Irish pubs, watching the St. Patrick’s Day 
parade, drinking ‘green’ beer, wearing green clothes and just generally having a good time. Children in Ireland have a 
tradition of pinching their friends who don’t wear green on this day! 

Irish Proverbs- The Irish have many proverbs. Here are two well-liked ones: 
 Better the coldness of a friend than the sweetness of an enemy. 
 Let your anger set with the sun and not rise again with it. 

 
Decide if each of the following 8 questions is True are False.  
 
1. Before the Fourth Century the people of Ireland knew a lot about Christianity.  
2. St. Patrick is famous for introducing Christianity to Ireland.  
3. St. Patrick was a slave all his life.  
4. Four-leaved clovers are very easy to find.  
5. The Irish believe that leprechauns like to catch humans and steal their money.  
6. People kiss the Blarney stone because they believe it will help them become beautiful speakers.  
7. On St. Patrick’s Day people usually dress in green. 
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