
The Republic of Ireland 

 

Introduction:  

Ireland is a country full of amazing culture and history. It is an island in the north Atlantic Ocean and is 

known for its free-spirited and friendly native people, its beautiful green landscapes and its art and music. 

Ireland's history spans thousands of years, but many of Ireland's great traditions from the past are present 

today. 

 
 

Officially established in 1949, the independent Republic of Ireland takes up 80% of the island on which it is 

located. The capital of the Republic of Ireland is Dublin. The Irish have had a difficult history with struggles 

such as war and famine, but through it all they kept hope and cultivated a rich culture through song, 

dance, food, and other traditions. 

 

Traditional Irish Food: 

Ireland is well known for using the potato for much of it’s cooking. Not all food involves the potato, but 

because potatoes were inexpensive and could grow even in poor land, this food was very available and 

widely used during some difficult parts of Ireland’s history when food was hard to find. 

 

Music, Storytelling, & Dancing: 

One of Ireland's earliest traditions is the art of storytelling. Thousands of years ago, Irish storytellers told great 

tales of heroes, fairies, and the gods. About 400 AD, when writing was introduced to Ireland, many of the 

stories were recorded and new ones were created. 

  

Some Irish musicians would create songs using these stories. Ireland's musical tradition began at the same 

time the storytelling began. The music of Ireland helped to shape much of Western music as it exists today. 

Traditional Irish music usually has strong and clear singing and cheerful music. Irish musicians play many 

different stringed instruments, many of which can be found in today's country music bands. 

 

Irish song and dance have become well-known around the world during the past 10-20 years because of 

a touring show called Riverdance. 

 

Irish Blessings & Sayings: 

Ireland is also famous for its blessings and sayings. Irish blessings are about welcoming, warmth and turning 

a negative situation into a positive one.  

 

Here are some examples of Irish Blessing you may see.  

 

May you be poor in misfortunes, and rich in blessings, 

May you know nothing but happiness from this day forward, 

May good luck be your friend in whatever you do, 

And may trouble be always a stranger to you. 

 



May you always have work for your hands to do, 

May your pockets hold always a coin or two, 

May the sun shine bright on your windowpane, 

May the rainbow be certain to follow each rain, 

May the hand of a friend always be near you, 

And may God fill your heart with gladness to cheer you. 

 

May the sun shine all day long, everything go right and nothing wrong. May those you love bring love back 

to you, and may all the wishes you wish come true. 

 

Wherever you go and whatever you do, May the luck of the Irish be there with you. 

 

Irish Pubs: 

Public houses in Ireland, usually known as pubs, are places licensed to serve alcoholic drinks. Irish pubs can 

be found in cities throughout the world. For decades, the Irish pub has been a social and community 

center for the people of Ireland. It functions as both a place to relax and drink alcohol as well as a place in 

which to meet and greet the local people. There is generally a very close understanding and informality 

between the customer and the bar staff and, in many cases, all of the regular customers will know each 

other very well. 

 

Language: 

English and Irish are the official languages of Ireland, with English being the dominant one. According to a 

2006 survey, 39% of the population says they can communicate in Irish. Road signs are usually bilingual. 

Most public notices and newspapers and magazines are in English only. Most Government publications are 

available in both languages. 

 

Comprehension Questions: 

1. In what year was Ireland established? 

 

2. What is the capital of the Republic of Ireland? 

 

3. What food appears in many of Ireland’s dishes? 

 

4. Describe Irish music today. 

 

5. Why has Irish music recently become well-known around the world? 

 

6. What are many Irish blessings and sayings often about? 

 

7. What does the word “pub” mean? 

 

8. What can people do at Irish pubs? 

 

9. What are the two official languages of Ireland? 

 

10. Describe the road signs in Ireland.  
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http://people.howstuffworks.com/culture-traditions/national-traditions/irish-

tradition5.htm 
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Movie/ TV Show Notes: As we watch movies, parts of movies, or TV shows, it’s important to pay 

attention to the parts of culture that are reflected. Specifically, please pay attention to the items 

below and write any useful observations you make. 

 

 cultural values 

 

What is most important to the people? 

Money? Relationships? Work? Travel? 

 

 

 

 

 manners 

 

What kind of manners do you see? 

 

 

 

 

 

 family values and relationships 

 

Do they spend a lot of time with their 

families? Do the mothers and fathers love 

each other? What is the relationship 

between the parents and children? 

 

 

 

 

 homes and houses 

 

Are the homes big? small? close together? 

far apart? 

 

 

 

 

 

 lifestyle 

 

What do they do in their daily life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 economic or job characteristics 

 

What kinds of jobs do the people have? Are 

the shops busy? Are the people rich or poor? 

 

 

 

 

 entertainment 

 

What do the people do for fun? 

 

 

 

 

 verbal and non-verbal behavior (including 

words, facial expressions, body language, 

etc.) 

 

Do the people smile a lot? Do they hug their 

friends? Do they speak quietly or loudly? Do 

they give advice? 

 

 

 

 

 


