
New Zealand Fact Sheet 

 

Basic Facts: 

 New Zealand is an independent country that has a special  

relationship with Great Britain.. 

 National Capital: Wellington 

 National Flag: Similar to that of Australia, with Britain’s flag  

   in the corner. 

 

Land and People: 

 New Zealand is made of two main islands, the South Island and the North Island, and a number of 

small islands. 

 New Zealand’s summer lasts from December to February; winter is from June to August. Temperatures 

are not extreme. 

 New Zealand is sunny and has plenty of rainfall, both of which give New Zealand a large ever-green 

forest that covers 2/3 of the country. New Zealand also has many plants that are unique because it is 

isolated. 

 New Zealand has about 4.39 million people (2010 estimate). About 76% of them live on the North 

Island. 

 English is the official language, though some minority groups like the Maori, the Chinese, and the 

Indians have tried to make their children bilingual. 

 New Zealand is highly urbanized with few people living in the countryside. 

 

The Maori People: 

 The Maori people, like the Aborigines of Australia, are natives of the country. They probably came in 

small boats to settle in New Zealand between the year 800 and 1200 A.D.  

 Their name “Maori” means “children of heaven.”  

 The population of Maori people is about 250,000, with most of them living on North Island as the 

climate there is warmer. 

 The Maori have managed to maintain their own culture in spite of living alongside of European 

descendents. 

 

Article: New Zealand- Two Islands Where Old Meets New 

 

Education 

 Education in New Zealand is free and compulsory between ages 5 and 15.  

 Students must pass an exam to get a school certificate. 

 Most students attend public schools. 

 

Economy 

 The most important part of New Zealand’s economy is its pastoral industry, followed by forestry. With 

so many trees, New Zealand has a high paper production rate. 

 

What is this country sometimes famous for?   

{beautiful views and landscapes, Maori people & their culture, famous rugby team called the     

“All Blacks”, kiwi bird} 

 


