
“The Commonwealth of Australia” Fact Sheet 

Basic Facts: 

 Capital: __________________ 

 Largest city: Sydney 

 National language: English  

 National flag: Dark blue, British national flag in the corner, symbolizing its traditional 

relationship with the ____________________________. 

 Since the mid-20th century, American popular culture has strongly influenced 

Australia, particularly through television and cinema. Other cultural influences come 

from neighboring Asian countries, and through much immigration from 

non-English-speaking nations. 

 Australia is divided into ____ states and ___ territories. The states have state leaders, 

and the territories are led directly under the federal government. 

 

Geography & Weather: 

 Australia is sometimes called “the land ‘________________________.’ The term "Down 

Under" comes from the fact that Australia is located in the southern hemisphere 

(hemisphere= 1/2 of the Earth), below many other countries on the globe. 

 Australia is often referred to as the “biggest ________________” as well as the “smallest 

_____________________” on the planet. 

 All parts of Australia have a tropical or near-tropical climate. 

 Australia’s location in the southern hemisphere makes its seasons different from other 

parts of the world. When New York is celebrating Christmas with snow, people who 

live in Sydney, Australia probably have a hot, sunny day. 

 

People: 

 In comparison to its land area, Australia is the least populated country in the world. 

 About 80% of Australia’s population lives in cities, making Australia the world’s most 

_______________________ country. 

 

Language: English is the national language.  

 Australian English has a unique _______________ and a small number of unique words.  

 Grammar and spelling are largely based on those of British English.  

 According to the 2006 Census, English is the only language spoken at home for close 

to 79% of the population. The next most common languages spoken at home are 

Italian (1.6%), Greek (1.3%) and Cantonese (1.2%). 

 

History:  

Article: Aboriginal Children- Australia’s Stolen Generation 

 

Economy:  

 Australia’s economy is largely _______________-oriented. Australia has a rich supply of 

minerals such as coal, oil, natural gas, iron, lead, zinc, copper, tin, gold, silver, etc. 

Wool, meat, wheat, and manufactured goods are also exported. 

 

 

 

Australia’s flag 



Education 

 Australia gives a high priority to education. 

 Education is run by state governments.  

 Primary and secondary education is ________________________, and is conducted in 

schools that are either public or private. About 72% of kids go to ___________ schools.  

 Australia has well-developed _______________________ education programs. Australia 

has offices in 38 countries, providing services to students who want to study in 

Australian universities. 

 

Major Cities: {Canberra, Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth, Adelaide} 

 ______________________- national capital of Australia 

 ______________________- Australia’s largest city; nation’s commercial and financial 

center; has the biggest China Town in the country 

 Melbourne- city of _____________ and _______________; 1/4 of the city is covered with 

gardens and parks 

 

What else is this country famous for? 

{didgeridoo, Australian accent, boomerangs} 

 

 

 

Other Notes: 


