
The United States of America 

 

Basic Facts:  

 Population: 281.4 million 

 Borders: Canada (north), Atlantic Ocean (east),  

  Mexico and Gulf of Mexico (south), Pacific Ocean (west) 

 Currency: US Dollar (1 USD= about _____ RMB) 

 

Economy:  

 The United States has the world’s largest economy resources and leads the world in 

______________________ development. 

 The United States has about 5% of the world’s _______________, but has produced about 

21.5% of the global GDP (gross domestic product, the value of goods and services). 

 However, the American economy entered a period when it stopped its rapid growth in 

the early 21st century, especially after the September 11 terrorist attack. 

 In 2007, the housing and credit markets began to fail, and despite some government 

attempts, have remained very poor. 

 The economy has refused to grow in many ways and the _____________________________ 

rate has been as high as 9.6% in 2010. 

 Wealth distribution in the U.S. is ______________________. The top 20% of the population 

controls more than 80% of the nation’s wealth, while the bottom 40% shares only 0.2% of 

the wealth. A 2005 survey shows that 12.7% of Americans fell below the national poverty 

line. 

 The United States has some developed “social welfare” programs to help people out of 

economic difficulties. The programs are different in different ___________________.  

 

Education 

 In the USA, children start school when they are 5 or 6 years old. Depending on the 

state, schooling is ______________________ until the age of 16 or 18. Children younger 

than 5 can go to a preschool or kindergarten. 

 At the age of five or six, the children attend elementary school (also known as grade 

school or grammar school), which lasts 5-6 years. In elementary school, students stay 

with the same group of students all day and the same _____________________, who 

teaches them every subject except for music, art, PE, and foreign language. 

 After elementary school, students attend middle school (also known as junior high 

school) for 2-3 years (different in different states). Then they continue at high school.  

 At junior and senior high school, mandatory subjects are English, math, biology, 

chemistry, physics, physical education and history. Schools also offer ________________ 

courses from which the students can choose, e. g. art, modern languages, computers.  

 Entrance to university is usually based on grades earned during each of the student’s 

high school classes, an exam taken during the student’s junior or senior year (SAT or 

ACT), a record of the student’s _______________________ work and activities, 

recommendation letters, written essays, and sometimes an ______________________. 

 

{Comparison of US and Chinese University Experience article & exploration.} 

*http://www.manythings.org/voa/study/-: This is a great website with lots of articles and broadcasts about 

studying abroad in America and understanding the system. 

 

http://www.manythings.org/voa/study/-


What else is this country sometimes known for? Remember, sometimes a country is known 

for something because it is true, but it is important to remember the diversity in a country’s 

people and avoid stereotypes. 

 

{American football, NBA, freedom, giving everyone a chance to become successful, 

convenience, creativity, Harvard University} 

 

*In China, America is often known for guns, fat people, rich people, an education system where students play all 

the time, hamburgers, Coca-Cola, and the NBA. While these things do exist and help to characterize America, 

these are often only stereotypes. 

 

Families & Relationships: {Question & Answer} 

Families and relationships in America have many similarities and differences with families 

and relationships around the world. These things are often complicated and are quickly 

changing with a modernizing society and world. Please think of at least two questions 

you’d like to ask about families and relationships in America (including dating, marriage, 

parent-child relationships, independence, homosexuality, etc.). Write the questions 

below: 

 

1.  

 

2. 

 

 

Basic Manners & Cultural Rules: 

Five Things You Should Not Say to Someone: 

“You’re fat.” 

“You’re very big.” 

“You’ve gained weight.” 

“You must have a lot of money.”  

Also, never make comments about someone’s ___________ 

features. For instance, do not say, “Your nose is big,” or 

“Your skin is so brown,” or “Your arms are small, but your 

legs are really wide,” accompanied with gestures, as if 

you're showing the person how big or small they are. 

Five Things You Should Not 

Ask Someone: 

“Who did you vote for?” 

“How much do you make?”  

"Does your husband/wife 

make a lot of ____________?" 

"Why aren't you 

__________________?" 

"Why don't you have 

_________________?" 

 

{More manners during manners lesson} 

 

Other Notes:  



Movie/ TV Show Notes: As we watch movies, parts of movies, or TV shows, it’s important to 

pay attention to the parts of culture that are reflected. Specifically, please pay attention 

to the items below and write any useful observations you make. 

 

 cultural values 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 manners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 family values and relationships 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 homes and houses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 lifestyle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 economic or job characteristics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 entertainment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 verbal and non-verbal behavior 

(including words, facial expressions, body 

language, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


