
 
Top 5  Ways U.S .  Academics are Dif ferent 

 
Here are 5 of the biggest academic adjustments international students might face. 
 
1) Ass ignments a re due th roughout the semester.  
     Course grades usually don’t depend on one final examination, but on a number of pieces of work submitted over an entire 
semester. 
     Some classes have papers that you have to write every week, others have group projects you have to work on with your 
classmates, presentations you do in the class, or research you do by yourself to prove a thesis you come up with. 
     So, instead of being stressed out all at once at the end of the semester, you get to be stressed out in little bits all the way 
through. 
 
2) Part ic ipat ion matters .  
     Many professors will also grade you on your classroom participation – how much you speak up and contribute to the class 
discussion. Classroom participation can make up up to 50% of your final grade in some courses. 
     One Indian student explained in a discussion, “The US education style is definitely more interactive; in most courses, class 
participation counts toward your final marks. You have to keep this in mind and be sure to participate in class discussions from 
the very beginning of the programme.” 
 
3) Understanding can be more important than memorizat ion .  
     One reason classroom discussion is so important is that it demonstrates your understanding of the course material, which 
many American professors value more highly than your ability to memorize the material. 
     One student commented, “I’ve taken examinations, even in math courses, where you were not expected to get the answer, 
but rather to demonstrate your thought process as you tried to work it out.”  
 
4) Being intel lectual ly  wel l-rounded is encouraged.  
     American higher education tends to emphasize intellectual exploration, and many schools will allow you to take electives 
outside your specialization. Undergraduate students in particular are often encouraged to take courses in subjects far 
removed from their major.  
 
5) Work happens in groups 
     American schools think it is important to teach their students how to work in a team, and sometimes assign group projects. 
So, the very vital tip is to always be sociable, especially in your classes, so you are always ready to work in a group. 
     Another vital tip for group work: Work hard on the assignment, but not so hard that the rest of the group dumps all the 
work on you! 
 
One More Th ing:  P lag iar i sm is BAD 
     In the U.S., plagiarism is a big deal, and American professors care A LOT whether your work is original. Copying from another 
source can cause you to be suspended or kicked out of school. 
     In fact, even copying from YOURSELF can be grounds for disciplinary action (if you use something you already wrote in a 
previous paper, for example). So, never ever copy anything and paste it directly into your paper! What you should do is 
paraphrase and reorganize what you want to include in your paper, use quotation marks to indicate direct quotes from a primary 
source, and be sure to provide a proper citation for the information. 
 

 
Discuss ion :  

 
Which of the five differences do you think is most interesting? Why? 
 
 
Which of the five differences do you think you would enjoy? Why? 
 
 
Which of the five differences would you not enjoy? Why not? 
 
 
What is plagiarism? What is the American attitude toward it? 
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